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See where your big ideas
can take you.

Big ideas. Real-world thinking.
mnsu.edu

2

––––––– Produced by –––––––

Grow
in Greater Mankato
Imagine a place that’s …
sophisticated and simple
progressive yet placid
innovative as well as intimate
worldly but also warmly welcoming
Greater Mankato is a vibrant and dynamic regional marketplace
that includes the Mankato-North Mankato Metropolitan
Statistical Area (encompassing Blue Earth and Nicollet counties),
as well as communities immediately adjacent such as Le Sueur.
Located in a “sweet spot” of southern Minnesota, our residents
and businesses have access to “bigger city” services and
amenities in the core cities of Mankato and North Mankato,
surrounded by charming smaller towns and rural areas, with the
Minneapolis-St. Paul metropolitan area just a short drive north.
Our residents can enjoy their morning coffee at their home
located in the city, on a farm or by a lake, and within 10 – 15
minutes, drive to their workplace. And after work they can take
advantage of the area’s many activities and attractions before
enjoying a quick and easy drive home.

Printing Services
––––––– Sponsors –––––––

Thank you to the following members of the
Greater Mankato Business Community for making
the production of this piece possible:
––––––– Capitol Sponsors –––––––

––––––– Advocate Sponsors –––––––

Our businesses capitalize on our diverse economy, productive
supply chain and highly educated and broad talent pool. They
leverage the region’s growing consumer base while creating
long-lasting relationships with a broad range of business
partners.
Residents are not alone in recognizing the unique combination
of Economic Vitality, Talent, Livability, Business
Environment and Resources found only in Greater Mankato.
This year, our region has been ranked highly in numerous
nationally recognized lists including Forbes. Additionally, Greater
Mankato was recently featured in a 13-page spread in Minnesota
Business Magazine, an extensive article in Heartland Real Estate
Magazine and a multitude of local, state and national media.

––––––– Supporting Sponsors –––––––

The Free Press

Read on and you will discover why so many have chosen Greater
Mankato as the place to grow their lives and businesses.

MEDIA

––––––– Hometown Sponsors –––––––
Bethany Lutheran College
City of Mankato
Gustavus Adolphus College
MEI – Total Elevator Solutions

Jonathan G. Zierdt
President & CEO
Greater Mankato Growth, Inc.
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Economic Vitality

➔ greatermankato.com/economy
Always a vibrant area, Greater Mankato has
steadily grown into a thriving regional center, with
a population of 98,020 (2012 estimate) – an increase
of 14% since 2000. As a result of this growth, in
2008 the area was designated a Metropolitan
Statistical Area (MSA), which includes all of Blue
Earth and Nicollet counties. A variety of factors
have contributed to Greater Mankato’s vibrant
economy.

Healthy Industry Diversification
Greater Mankato’s economic strength and stability are due
largely to the diversity of industries in the market. In the first
quarter of 2012, the economy was 36% primary economy,
53% professional/service economy and 11% retail/consumer
economy. Even within these areas, the economy is highly
diversified, with no one sector accounting for more than 18%
of the overall economy. Manufacturing and health care, two
diverse industries in their own right, each account for around
18% of the economy.

Business Payroll Distribution by Industry for
Mankato-North Mankato MSA
(includes Blue Earth and Nicollet counties)

Business Growth
Evidence of Greater Mankato’s strong growth is provided by
a variety of measurements. As the data below demonstrates,
businesses in Greater Mankato have continued on a positive
10 year trajectory in many areas, including number of
establishments, employees, weekly wages and total quarterly
payroll. Additionally, gross sales increased by 129% from 2000
to 2011.
Growth Markers

2003

2013

% Change

Establishments

2,784

2,870

+ 3%

Employees

51,101

54,047

+ 6%

$546

$708

+ 30%

$363 million

$498 million

+ 37%

Average
Weekly Wage
Total Quarterly Payroll
(Q2 Comparison)

Source: DEED Quarterly Census of Employment & Wages (QCEW)
NOTE: Data from Q2 of 2003 – Q2 of 2013 includes Mankato, North Mankato
and the City of Le Sueur

Mankato-North Mankato, MN MSA
Gross Sales – In Billions

+129%

Source: Minnesota Department of Revenue

Low Cost of Doing Business

Source: DEED Quarterly Census of
Employment & Wages (QCEW)
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Based on Moody’s Analytics 2012 North American Business
Cost Review, the Cost of Doing Business in the Mankato-North Mankato Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA) is
lower than the national average (represented by an index
value of “100”). With an index value of 81, the Mankato-North Mankato MSA’s Cost of Doing Business is 81% of
the national average (or 19% below the national average),
giving it the 64th Lowest Cost of Doing Business among all
384 MSAs in the United States and putting it in the top 17%
nationally.

The Mankato –North Mankato MSA is also competitive with
other MSAs in the Upper Midwest, with the 5th Lowest Cost
of Doing Business among the 29 MSAs in the Upper Midwest
states of Minnesota, Wisconsin, Iowa, North Dakota and South
Dakota. According to Moody’s Analytics, Overall Cost of
Doing Business is calculated using a three year moving average
between 2008 and 2010, to safeguard against volatility.

Job Creation

Gross Domestic Product
The Mankato – North Mankato MSA had the largest growth in
gross domestic product (GDP) in the state of Minnesota from
2011 – 2012 at 4.1%. This percentage of growth also places the
MSA at 43rd of 381 MSAs in the nation.
Total Real GDP – All Industries
% growth/loss
2011 - 2012

National
Rank

Mankato-North Mankato, MN

4.1 %

43

St. Cloud, MN

4.0 %

50

Minneapolis-St. PaulBloomington, MN-WI

3.9 %

55

Rochester, MN

3.6 %

67

Duluth, MN-WI

- 2.0 %

368

MSA

The number of jobs at businesses located in the MankatoNorth Mankato Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA) continues
to climb. Since 2000, the Mankato-North Mankato MSA’s job
number (excluding farm and self-employment) increased by
8.8%, higher than any other MSA in Minnesota, the state and
the United States.
Job numbers reached a six year high in October for the
Mankato-North Mankato Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA).
With 55,029 jobs, the MSA is only 7 jobs shy of the highest-ever
October job number of 55,036 in 2007.

Source: Department of Commerce Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS)

Regional Comparisons

Greater Mankato had the highest rate of job growth of any MSA in the state
Change
2000 to 2012
Mankato-North Mankato, MN MSA

8.81%

St. Cloud, MN MSA

6.71%

Rochester, MN MSA

8.78%

Minneapolis-St. Paul, MN-WI MSA

1.06%

Duluth-Superior MN-WI MSA

-1.91%

Minnesota

1.59%

United States

1.41%

Source: DEED Current Employment Statistics (CES)

Personal Income Growth
From 2010 to 12 the Mankato – North Mankato MSA
experienced the highest growth rate of per capita personal
income among all Minnesota based MSA’s at 13.10%. This gain
represents an increase in per capita personal income of $4,639.

DOING MORE

Per Capita Personal Income
Area

2010

2012

% growth
10-12

Mankato-North Mankato,
MN MSA

$35,413

$40,052

13.10 %

St. Cloud, MN MSA

$34,009

$37,756

11.02 %

Duluth, MN-WI MSA

$34,997

$38,171

9.07 %

Minneapolis-St. PaulBloomington, MN-WI MSA

$46,195

$50,260

8.80 %

Rochester, MN MSA

$42,878

$45,702

6.59 %

Tailwind Development
City Center Mankato

ARCHITECTS • ENGINEERS • PLANNERS • LAND SURVEYORS • SCIENTISTS

www.is-grp.com

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce Bureau of Economic Analysis (BEA)
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Talent
➔ greatermankato.com/workforce

Access to a talented workforce is a key ingredient
to business and overall community success.
Greater Mankato is fortunate to be a region with
a strong labor pool, a commitment to optimizing
our talent surplus and abundant lifelong learning
opportunities.

Workforce
As a region, we are focused on how to attract, develop and
retain the talented workforce that we need today and into the
future. With five higher educational institutions within a 30 mile
radius enrolling more than 6,000 new students each year, we
have a natural draw for attracting new talent.

Mayo Clinic care
in your
community.

mayoclinichealthsystem.org
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Talent Surplus
Each year Greater Mankato’s higher education institutions
graduate more than 5,000 students. According to a report by
Minnesota State University, Mankato, half of their graduates
want to stay in the area, while only 1,000 find jobs here. To
effectively leverage the region’s talent supply to meet the
needs of current and potential employers, Greater Mankato
Growth, together with the South Central Workforce
Council and Minnesota Department of Employment and
Economic Development (DEED), conducted the area’s first
comprehensive workforce Talent Supply and Demand Study.
Utilizing workforce and labor data, along with student data
from the region’s five higher education institutions, the study
compared anticipated employer demand to the region’s
talent supply in order to identify increased business and
talent development opportunities. In Spring 2012, educators,
community and business leaders gathered at the “Greater
Mankato Talent Symposium” to discuss the results of the
study and ways to capitalize on talent in the region, with a
Talent Steering Committee established to identify key areas of
work. One such opportunity is letting businesses from within
and outside the marketplace know about the area’s excess
of talent in specific areas, which will bring more employment
opportunities to the region.

Lifelong Learning
Greater Mankato has a strong and responsive education
system. From pre-school to college and beyond, learning is
lifelong in Greater Mankato. The region’s K-12 schools are
among the best in the nation, with innovative educators
partnering with area businesses and organizations to ensure
students are well-prepared to meet the needs of employers
and as a result achieve success for themselves. The region is
also fortunate to have five higher education institutions. In
addition to providing a ready pool of talent, these institutions
also provide continuing education and industry-specific training
for area businesses. Other organizations also provide abundant
professional development opportunities, including the 30-yearold Greater Mankato Leadership Institute and Greater Mankato
Young Professionals program.
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Greater Mankato’s Five Higher
Education Institutions
Minnesota State University, Mankato

• Comprehensive four-year university and third largest higher
education institution in Minnesota
• Approximately 18,000 students including nearly 800
international students from 90 countries
• Offering more than 140
undergraduate programs, 70
graduate programs, bachelor’s,
master’s, applied doctoral,
associate and specialist degrees

Rasmussen College, Mankato
• Private college for business and professional careers
• Approximately 650 students
• Offering bachelor’s and associate’s degrees and diplomas
and certificates in the following areas of study: business
management, health science,
nursing, information technology,
digital design, education and
justice studies

South Central College, North Mankato
and Faribault
• Community and technical college
• More than 6,000 students
• Offering associate in arts degree in liberal arts and science
that allows students to take first two years of a bachelor’s
degree, as well as 50 career and professional majors

Bethany Lutheran College, Mankato
• Private, residential, Christian, co-educational liberal arts college
owned and operated by the Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS)
• Nearly 600 students
• Offering 19 majors and 8
pre-professional programs

Gustavus Adolphus College, Saint Peter
• Nationally recognized, private, co-educational liberal arts
college affiliated with the Evangelical Lutheran Church
(ELCA) and host to the famed annual Nobel Conference
• Nearly 2,500 students representing 43 states and 15
foreign countries
• Offering 71 majors and 15
pre-professional programs

EnsurEs a constant flow of powEr.
and pEacE of mind.
Continuous power is essential to factories, data centers and hospitals — wherever revenue or lives are at risk. MTU Onsite
Energy offers reliable backup solutions. Manufactured in Mankato and backed by over 60 years of experience, our diesel
generator sets provide an industry-leading 85 percent average load factor, reliability and availability.
www.mtuonsiteenergy.com

A Rolls-Royce Power Systems Brand
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Livability
➔ greatermankato.com/living-here

With all the services you would expect from a
major metro and the charm you can get only from
a close-knit community, Greater Mankato is a
wonderful place to call home. In addition to
a strong economy, residents enjoy Greater
Mankato’s scenic setting, abundant activities, arts
and culture, shopping and dining, outstanding
services and affordable dost of living. With an
average commute of 10-15 minutes, residents enjoy
more time experiencing all Greater Mankato has to
offer.

Abundant Activities
Activities for participants and
spectators alike abound in
Greater Mankato. The area has
many community sports leagues
for players of all ages, as well
as eight golf courses. Watching
sports is also a Greater Mankato
tradition, served up by the area’s
high schools and college teams,
and each summer - the Mankato
MoonDogs baseball team and
Minnesota Vikings Training Camp.
The Riverfront Park Amphitheater
is another popular summer
destination, hosting concerts and
festivals, including the annual
RibFest. Throughout the year, the
Verizon Wireless Center, with
5,280 seats and additional meeting
spaces, provides a venue not only
for Minnesota State University,
Mankato Division I hockey, but also
concerts, shows and conventions.

Arts and Culture
Scenic Setting
Nestled in the scenic Minnesota River Valley, Greater Mankato
is renowned for its great parks and trails and is a haven for
outdoor enthusiasts who enjoy nature, wildlife and recreational
activities. Rivers, lakes, ravines, bluffs, natural prairies and
forested areas offer breathtaking landscapes and provide a
scenic backdrop for an area steeped in historic significance.
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Greater Mankato boasts a thriving arts and culture
environment, with more than 15 museums and galleries, many
dance companies, four community choruses, a symphony
orchestra and community theater. In addition, area colleges
offer outstanding, theater, music, dance and visual and written
arts programs. And while strolling around the City Center, art
is all around, with the annual CityArt Walking Sculpture Tour.

Shopping and Dining
Greater Mankato is a retail center that attracts visitors from
throughout southern Minnesota and northern Iowa. As a
result, per capita retail spending is twice what it is in other
similar trade centers in Minnesota. With hundreds of stores
and restaurants, ranging from large national retailers to quaint
local shops, residents and visitors can find all they need and
more in Greater Mankato.

Outstanding Services
Greater Mankato offers access to all the primary services
residents want and need. In addition, the area is a health
care mecca. It is the regional headquarters for Mayo Clinic
Health System, with a hospital and 13 clinics throughout the
region. The Mankato Clinic also has a comprehensive regional
network with 12 area clinics. The Orthopaedic & Fracture
Clinic in Mankato is known as an expert in its field. And in
nearby Saint Peter, Rivers Edge Health Care offers both a
clinic and hospital. Over the years, Greater Mankato’s health
care providers have continued to expand their services,
minimizing the need for area residents to travel for specialized
medical treatment.

Affordable Cost of Living
Residents tend to get more for their
money in Greater Mankato. According
to the Council for Community Economic
Research’s Cost of Living Index, the
average home price at the beginning of
2014 was $235,601, 19% less than the
national average. While some might
associate a low cost of living with
an area in financial trouble, just the
opposite is true of this region. Greater
Mankato sits in an economically
vibrant area with an ideal location and
size that make living here affordable.

$
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Business Environment

➔ greatermankato.com/ideal-site

Continued Expansion

Greater Mankato has everything businesses look for
in the ideal location, including an extensive supply
chain, strong infrastructure, accessible location,
continued expansion and regional collaboration.
And while some areas may claim to have some or
even all of these assets, Greater Mankato has the
facts to prove it.

More businesses continue to choose Greater Mankato as a
place to build and expand. In just three years, from 2011 – 2013,
there were 248 new building or expansion projects initiated
or completed. Square footage data was available for 127 of
the projects and totaled more than 3.4 million square feet.
Construction costs were available for 166 of the projects and
totaled more than $343.4 million.

Regional Collaboration

Extensive Supply Chain

Each of the communities in the Greater Mankato marketplace
has its own unique strengths, which together combine to create
a robust portfolio of regional assets. In 2009, a progressive
group of these communities joined together with Greater
Mankato Growth to form the Regional Economic Development
Alliance (REDA). Participants include the cities of Eagle Lake,
Lake Crystal, Le Sueur, Madison Lake, Mankato, Saint Peter
and Blue Earth County. By working together, the group is able
to efficiently provide regional and individual city and county
information to businesses interested in the Greater Mankato
marketplace.

Greater Mankato offers businesses abundant suppliers
and complementary industries, with a particularly strong
presence in Metal Manufacturing & Fabrication, Power
Generation Manufacturing, Electronic Manufacturing Services,
Agriculture & Food Processing, Renewable Energy, Printing and
Warehousing Distribution.

Strong Infrastructure
In Greater Mankato, businesses have ready access to the
basic elements they need to locate and grow here. The area
has existing buildings, shovel-ready land and industrial parks.
Because of consistent growth in the region, utility providers
have been able to expand accordingly, with ample and affordable
water, gas, electricity and telecommunications services.

Accessible Location
Greater Mankato is strategically located relative to all of
southern Minnesota, as well as the Minneapolis-St. Paul area.
With a modern state-of-the-art airport, trucking services
and rail access, Greater Mankato offers an efficient Midwest
gateway to U.S. and global markets. A variety of highways
connect Greater Mankato and the surrounding area, and their
future enhancement to accommodate continued economic
growth is an ongoing focus
of Greater Mankato civic
Minneapolis
St. Paul
Minnesota
and business leaders.
Greater
Mankato

South
Dakota

I-35

Rochester

Hwy 60

I-90

Railroad
Road

10
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Wisconsin

Hwy
169

Iowa

Greater Mankato Made
You might be surprised to learn all that’s manufactured in
Greater Mankato. Here’s just a sample:
➔ Limestone used in and on homes and buildings throughout
the world (including Target Field and Wells Fargo Tower in
Minneapolis, U.S. Embassies in Moscow and Abu Dhabi and
the Smithsonian National Museum of the American Indian in
Washington, D.C.) quarried, cut and shipped by Vetter Stone
Company in Mankato
➔ Angie’s Kettle Corn (the official kettle corn of the Minnesota
Vikings, Twins, Timberwolves and Lynx) found in stores
throughout the country including Costco, Super Target, Whole
Foods, Lunds, Byerly’s and all SuperValu-owned stores produced
by Angie’s Artisan Treats in North Mankato
➔ More soy beans processed in Mankato than in any other city in
North America, thanks to the operations of CHS and ADM in
Mankato
➔ Millions of pounds of award winning cheeses, sold to Kraft Foods
and many other companies throughout the world, produced by
Davisco Foods International in Le Sueur
➔ The only American man-made quartz surfaces for businesses and
homes produced by Cambria in Le Sueur
➔ 2 ½ million feet of cabling annually in 50% of all recreational
vehicles (ATVs, off road vehicles and snowmobiles) made by
Kato Cable in Mankato
➔ Wide variety of sophisticated electronic devices and components
utilized in the Bugatti Veyron (world’s most expensive car),
space shuttles, mine resistant military vehicles, high-end
medical equipment, vehicle ignition interlocks (for individuals
convicted of a DUI) and more designed and manufactured by EI
Microcircuits in Mankato and Saint Peter
➔ Fiber network for cell phone calls made across the state of
Minnesota provided by Enventis in Mankato’s network
➔ Children’s books and digital products and services (including
“myON Reader,” a platform of interactive ebooks that has more
than a million students reading) produced by Capstone, a
division of Coughlan Companies in Mankato
➔ Printing, interactive and marketing solutions provided to 275
of the Fortune 500 companies and more than 3 million small
businesses and consumers by Taylor Corporation companies
in North Mankato, which have helped build some of the world’s
most popular brands
➔ Hundreds of elevators (including one used in large sports
complexes to move whole tractors and trailers) installed,
modernized and repaired and thousands serviced throughout the
Midwest each year by MEI in Mankato, which also has produced
and supplied thousands of elevators to other elevator contractors
throughout North America
➔ 58 million gallons of ethanol from 19 million bushels of corn
produced each year by POET in Lake Crystal
➔ 25 million pounds of finished ductile iron castings, including
castings found on more than 75% of all semi-trucks on the
road in North America, produced by Dotson Iron Castings in
Mankato

➔ Variety of leading power generation systems and generator
products utilized by companies throughout the world, produced
by MTU Onsite Energy in Mankato, Kato Engineering in
North Mankato and Blue Star Power Systems in Lake Crystal
➔ More than 200,000 hydraulic couplers used in tractors around
the world in 2011 and more than 6,000 truck armor parts
for vehicles used by U.S. soldiers in Afghanistan painted by
Associated Finishing, Inc. in Mankato
➔ Canister frames made by Jones Metal Products in Mankato are
used internationally to support charities like Ronald McDonald
House Charities, Children’s Miracle Network, Dave Thomas
Foundation for Adoption and more
➔ Alumacraft in Saint Peter continues to lead the industry in
solidly, well-crafted aluminum fishing boats
➔ 1,000 plus distributors and dealers across North America with
5 major brands. Industry-leading technology with high-quality
products including military-spec dump bodies for the U.S. Armed
Forces, thanks to the operations of TBEI in Lake Crystal
➔ All-terrain tree trimmers produced by Jarraff in Saint Peter
providing utility, arbor and line maintenance contractors the high
quality, innovative equipment they need to safely and efficiently
clear land and maintain utility right-of-ways
➔ Producing more than 50 products, Nifty Home Products in
Madison Lake holds design and utility patents on all current
products including: kitchen, baking, coffee and cosmetic
accessories

Building a Better
World for All of Us

®

SEH IS PROUD TO BE BUILDING A
BETTER WORLD FOR MANKATO.
Civil Engineering
Transportation
Environmental
Aviation
Surveying
Mining
Water
Wastewater
Design-build
Architecture
Planning
Community Development/
Funding

➔ Leading animal nutritional products, including Hubbard Feeds,
produced by Ridley, Inc., headquartered in Mankato
507.388.1989 • 877.316.7636
sehinc.com
Engineers | Architects | Planners | Scientists
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Resources

➔ greatermankato.com/business-resources

Greater Mankato is incredibly resourceful, with
engaged citizens, integrated business organizations
and lifelong enterprise support services that ensure
the community continues to be a wonderful place to
live and do business.

80 years, including the current Envision 2020 plan, designed to
ensure the future ongoing success of the marketplace. Through
the Greater Mankato Leadership Delegation, community,
business and government leaders also look to other cities for
new ideas to propel the community forward, taking inter-city
leadership visits to Bellingham, Wash.; Fort Collins, Colo. and
Charlottesville, Va., in the past seven years.

Engaged Citizens

Integrated Business Organizations

Greater Mankato residents embody a unique combination
of Minnesota Nice and community commitment, with more
than 100 civic and social groups. The continued national
success of the Greater Mankato Area United Way’s annual
giving campaign is testament to the generosity of citizens and
businesses in the region. And individuals from a variety of walks
of life also enthusiastically give of their time. Greater Mankato
has had four community-wide visioning initiatives in the past

Greater Mankato’s leading business development organizations
work in concert with one another, thanks to a unique
organizational structure. In 2007, the Greater Mankato
Chamber of Commerce and Greater Mankato Economic
Development Corporation merged to create a new integrated
organization - Greater Mankato Growth, Inc. At the same time,
Visit Mankato (previously the Greater Mankato Convention
& Visitors Bureau) was established as an LLC under Greater
Mankato Growth, Inc., to focus specifically on marketing the
area as a destination. In 2011, the City Center Partnership,
which concentrates on the development of the downtown
region, was formally established as an LLC of Greater Mankato
Growth, Inc. While these organizations operate independently,
being under the same umbrella allows them to provide better
and more efficient service to the business community and the
marketplace.

Choices. Value.

OppOrtunity!

Lifetime Enterprise Support Services
d
al.e
r
t
n
hce
t
u
o
.s
explore

u

A Proud Member of the Minnesota State Colleges and Universities System. An Affirmative Action Equal
Opportunity Employer Educator. SCC has ADA accessible facilities.
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Multiple organizations are committed to helping businesses get
established, grow and thrive in Greater Mankato. With more
than 30 programs that serve new and emerging businesses,
Greater Mankato is a promising place to be an entrepreneur.
Through inter-agency cooperation, the efforts to connect
entrepreneurs with the right resources they need, are
enhanced. Greater Mankato Growth (GMG) works with new
businesses to seasoned companies, providing services that help
drive business success, information on abundant resources
available throughout the region, and progressive programs
like the annual “Tour of Manufacturing” and the “Buy & Build”
regional buying campaign. GMG also conducts regular face-toface visits with company officials through the Grow Minnesota!
program to learn what new services and information will help
businesses continue to thrive in Greater Mankato. GMG made
more than 80 visits in 2013, an increase of 51% from 2012.
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We’re just 70 miles from the Twin Cities in a picturesque river valley. Enjoy the challenges of our scenic
trails, take in one of our exciting events or unwind in our vibrant City Center.
• Miles of paved trails
• Low traffic, bike friendly roads

• Established scenic routes
• Great trails for mountain bikers

visitmankatomn.com
14

15

Rankings & Ratings
➔ greatermankato.com/rankings-ratings

➔ 10th in the nation on Forbes 2013 list of Best Small
Places for Business and Careers among metropolitans
having populations less than 250,000 (up from 11th in 2012
and 25th in 2011)
➔ 5th lowest Cost of Doing Business among the 29
MSAs in the Upper Midwest states of Minnesota, Wisconsin, Iowa, North Dakota and South Dakota
➔ On Enterprise Minnesota’s 2013 list of 5 Great Places
to be a Manufacturer for measures taken to ensure the
continued success of manufacturing in the community
➔ Top 25% in the nation for Job Growth by
NewGeography.com for the area’ts creation of short- and
long-term jobs
➔ Level 1 Primary Regional Trade Center designation
for Mankato (along with Rochester, Duluth and St. Cloud)
by the U of M Center for Urban and Regional Affairs in
2011, with the highest increase in taxable sales (123% from
2000 to 2009) and sales per capita at $17,000, compared
to around $10,000 for the other three (despite having half
their population)
➔ On America's Promise Top 100 Communities for
Young People list four consecutive times for nurturing
youth from a young age by investing in them to be productive and successful future leaders
➔ 15th in the nation on the Forbes 2010 list of Best
Places to Raise a Family among communities with a population of 100,000 or less for having solid average incomes,
good educational prospects, low costs, short commute
times and a high rate of home ownership
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➔ Rockstars@Work Next Generation Community
Impact Award in 2009 for creating successful workforce
development initiatives
➔ Minnesota Community Pride Creative Capital
Award for collaborations among education, government,
non-profits and Greater Mankato Growth
➔ 7th in the nation on the 2008 Bizjournals.com list of
Dreamtowns for being a well-rounded community, with
light traffic, a healthy economy, moderate cost of living,
impressive housing stocks, strong educational system and
easy access to big-city amenities
➔ On AARP the Magazine's “Cities to Watch” list for
being ahead of the curve in providing services to empty
nesters, active retirees and everyone in between

For more information on the Greater Mankato
regional marketplace contact:
Greater Mankato Growth
Greater Mankato Business Development Center
1961 Premier Drive, Suite 100
Mankato, MN 56001
greatermankato.com
507.385.6640
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