2022 POLICY PRIORITIES
Greater Mankato Growth (GMG) is the chamber of commerce and economic development
organization for the greater Mankato region with a mission to support and promote the economic
growth and vitality of our members and the regional marketplace. Our membership includes nearly 1,000
organizations and we work to serve them so they can be as successful as possible. When residents, businesses,
key institutions, and governments collaborate, our community thrives. Each of our members plays an important
role in growing our local economy and improving the Greater Mankato marketplace.
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Economic and Workforce Development
Tax Competitiveness
Strategic Investments
Healthcare
Childcare
Support Partner Organizations

ECONOMIC AND WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT
Ensuring an adequate and trained workforce continues
to be a top priority for employers, especially in today’s
pandemic economy. Workplace mandates interfere with
employer’s ability to make decisions that are tailored
to the specific needs of their organization. Employers
should maintain flexibility in determining appropriate
wages, benefits, and other workplace policies. GMG
supports the use of tax incentives and other economic
development grant programs through the Department
of Employment and Economic Development to support
existing businesses and foster new development.

TAX COMPETITIVENESS
Businesses in Mankato continue to cite taxes as a
burden on their ability to operate and grow.
Businesses and individuals in Minnesota are subject
to comparatively high corporate and personal income
tax rates. Work must be done to relieve this tax burden
at all levels of government that deters entrepreneurship,
business growth, workforce development, and capital
investment. Officials should consider the full suite of
taxes, fees, and other charges to better understand
the full financial burden on businesses.

strategic investments
Minnesota has a proud tradition of investing in our
critical infrastructure including transportation, education,
community amenities, and other areas that are important
in the daily lives of Minnesotans.

Capital Investments
Critical public infrastructure projects that should be
supported:
» City of Mankato - Regional Water Resource
Recovery Facility: $30 million
» City of North Mankato - Caswell Regional
Sporting Complex Phase 2: $8.5 million
» City of Skyline - water tower, pump house,
and well: $900,000
» Minnesota State University, Mankato:
• Armstrong Hall replacement Phase 1: $7.1 million
• HEAPR (Higher Education Asset Preservation
and Replacement): $15.6 million
» South Central College - HEAPR: $2.6 million

Broadband
Broadband is not a luxury; it is essential in order to
participate in society today. Greater Minnesota
residents continue to be left behind due to lack of
access to reliable, affordable broadband. There
continues to be a gap in access that puts Greater
Minnesota areas at a competitive disadvantage
compared to metropolitan areas. Resources
should be allocated to close that gap without delay.
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2022 POLICY PRIORITIES
HealthCare: quality and affordable

Transportation
The need for continued investment is critical to ensure
the prosperity of communities throughout Greater
Minnesota including roads, bridges, transit, and airports.
The Highway 14 Partnership is a model of communities
collaborating for more than 40 years to raise awareness
and improve safety along a 100-mile corridor. Changes
should be made to the Corridors of Commerce program
that will better ensure regional equity and secure a
sustainable funding stream.

GreenSeam
GreenSeam works to elevate our region in southern
Minnesota as the world-class food and agribusiness
epicenter with focus areas of business retention and
attraction, talent development, and regional awareness.
GreenSeam is a vital organization tailored to foster
growth in the food and ag industry throughout southern
Minnesota. Continued support and awareness of
GreenSeam will celebrate the agricultural tradition
of Minnesota and position us for success long into
the future.

Access to high-quality, affordable healthcare should
not be dependent on where someone lives. Greater
Minnesota residents face additional barriers and
increased costs that impact their health negatively.
Minnesota should work to reduce barriers, increase
cost and reimbursement transparency, encourage
competition, support increased access to telehealth,
and maintain stability in the individual marketplace
through reinsurance. We oppose policies that would
limit providers’ and hospitals’ ability to provide quality
care in Greater Minnesota and underserved areas.

CHILDCARE: AFFORDABLE AND ACCESSIBLE
Our children are paramount to the future of Minnesota.
Families throughout Minnesota rely heavily on childcare
to ensure that future. Too many families lack access to
high-quality, affordable childcare. Investments are
urgently needed to increase the number of available
slots in all communities, reduce unnecessary regulations,
remove barriers for new providers, while also ensuring
safety and accountability.

PARTNER ORGANIZATIONS
Greater Mankato Growth supports the legislative priorities of the following organizations:
Minnesota Chamber of Commerce Federation
U.S. Chamber of Commerce
Highway 14 Partnership
Highway 169 Corridor Coalition

Greater Minnesota Partnership
AgriGrowth
Minnesota Tourism Growth Coalition
Minnesota Association Convention & Visitor Bureaus
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