Jonathan G. Zierdt
President & CEO Greater Mankato Growth, Inc.
Jonathan Zierdt has served the Greater Mankato community
since 2004, initially as the Executive Director of the Greater
Mankato Economic Development Corporation and then since
2007 as the President & CEO of Greater Mankato Growth,
Inc. (formed in 2007 from a merger of the Greater Mankato
Chamber of Commerce and Greater Mankato Economic
Development Corporation). With more than two decades of
experience in economic development and community-based
organizational leadership, Zierdt has been one of the integral
forces in the area’s business and regional development.
During Zierdt’s leadership, Greater Mankato Growth, Inc. has
transformed from a merged organization to a comprehensive and
integrated business development organization. Today, in addition
to the work of Greater Mankato Growth (the largest business unit), the organization has three affiliated
organizations, Visit Mankato, LLC (a destination management organization focused on the tourism economy),
the City Center Partnership, LLC (a geographically focused development entity focused on the vitality of the
Mankato – North Mankato core city) and GreenSeam, LLC (an agribusiness development initiative focused on
southern Minnesota and northern Iowa).
Additionally, Greater Mankato Growth, Inc. operates the Regional Economic Development Alliance (REDA),
a collaboration with five cities and two counties within the Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA) focused on
supporting additional business development and investment (from existing and new business) within the
regional marketplace.
In addition to the creation of REDA, under Zierdt’s leadership the organization has achieved much more: a
thriving Young Professional’s program, InterCity Leadership Visits, an innovative tiered investment structure
offering members a more typical value-based business purchase, the implementation of a unique strategic
approach to Government & Institutional Affairs, the launch of GreenSeam previously referred to as “Project Ag
Business Epicenter”, and most recently More Mankato, a virtual 360° experience aimed at attracting talent and
visitors to Greater Mankato.
The results are evident, GMG, Inc. continues to experience a growth in its membership–surpassing 1,000
members in 2016, increased stakeholder investments and the organization is seen as a key business
development voice, thought leader and vital source for critical business information for the regional
marketplace. Indirectly, the region’s economic performance continues to excel and rank highly as does its
visibility–being featured in numerous local, state, national and international magazines.
In 2013, Zierdt accompanied Minnesota Governor Mark Dayton on a Trade Mission to Germany, Sweden and
Norway. In 2014, Zierdt was part of a bushCONNECT panel at the Guthrie Theater in Minneapolis focused on
the success of regional metropolitan areas.

Amid the awards and recognitions Zierdt has received throughout his career, standing out are two. In
2012, along with the City of Mankato Manager, Zierdt was named the Most Influential (regarding Economic
Development). In 2014, recognizing his work and community commitment outside of GMG, Inc., the Greater
Mankato Rotary Club awarded Zierdt its Service Above Self Award.
However, one of Zierdt’s greatest sources of joy, is the exceptional talent GMG, Inc. has been able to attract
and retain as part of its professional team and family.
As a cancer survivor, Zierdt has become a beacon of strength, positivity and perseverance. Openly sharing
his cancer journey and faith, he is grateful for the compassion the community has shown he and his wife of
twenty-seven years, Ginger, an accomplished educational leader. In 2017, the Zierdts, along with a guiding
coalition of engaged community leaders established the Jonathan Zierdt Cancer Fund to build community
cancer awareness and support.
Prior to arriving in Mankato, Zierdt operated his own strategic and organizational consulting firm for four years.
He has previously held executive leadership positions with the Greater Mankato Economic Development
Corporation, Steele County United Way, Owatonna Chamber of Commerce & Tourism and the Boy Scouts of
America.
In the community, has previously served as Board President of the Mankato Family YMCA and the Board Chair
of the Greater Mankato Area United Way. Zierdt also Co-Chairs the Community Celebrations Committee for
Minnesota State University, Mankato’s Sesquicentennial.
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