2021 Policy Priorities
The following priorities represent a series of policy issues that are of interest to Greater
Mankato Growth’s members and our regional marketplace. Each priority is assigned to one of
three categories of advocacy that GMG is currently pursuing on that issue as follows:
•
•
•

Advocate – GMG supports the issue and will take a leading and active role in advancing
and securing a favorable outcome.
Support – GMG supports the issue and will take action to advance it, such as writing a
letter or testifying, but is not actively leading to advocacy efforts.
Member Education & Engagement – GMG is providing its members and the community
with the information and tools they need to become engaged on issues that are of
importance to them.

ADVOCATE
State/Federal Issues

Regional/Local Issues

Economic Recovery
• Support employers and employees
throughout the COVID-19 pandemic
and advance efforts that foster
economic recovery and growth.
MN Clean Cars Rulemaking
• Advocate for MN policymakers to
work with impacted stakeholders to
find ways to address climate change in
ways that minimize adverse economic
impacts.
Transportation
• Continued support for transportation
investments along the U.S. Highway
169 corridor and remaining safety
improvements near Eagle Lake as the
U.S. Highway 14 four-lane corridor
project from Rochester to New Ulm is
completed.
Agriculture
• Advocate for any opportunity to
continue State of Minnesota’s
strategic investment in GreenSeam.

Economic Development
• Advocate for the development of
regional recreation facilities and critical
public infrastructure projects by
supporting Mankato, North Mankato,
and other partners in their efforts to
coordinate and advance projects.
Projects include:
o Mankato’s Riverfront and
Regional Water Resource
Recovery Facility that provides
wastewater and reclamation
services to 70,000 people in
Mankato, North Mankato and
surrounding communities.
o Greater Mankato Water
Quality Mitigation
Demonstration Project
addressing water quality.
o City of North Mankato phase II
improvements to the Caswell
Regional Sporting Complex.
The project was partially
funded in the 2020 bonding bill
by the legislature and $8.5

•

million is needed for
completion.
o Support of Minnesota State
Bonding requests for higher
education asset preservation
and replacement at Minnesota
State University, Mankato and
SCC allocations.
Minnesota State University, Mankato
Armstrong Hall replacement project
request totaling $6,691,000 to address
needs for a key facility that is now
functionally and operationally obsolete.

SUPPORT
State/Federal Issues

Regional/Local Issues

Transportation
• Support continued investment in
statewide comprehensive transportation
funding that meets the future needs of
our regional transportation system.
• Support changes to the Corridors of
Commerce program that will better
ensure regional equity and secure
significant and ongoing funding.
• Support the legislative priorities of the US
Highway 14 Partnership and the US
Highway 169 Coalition.

Transportation
• Support construction of the trail between
Mankato and St. Peter.
• Explore potential for including expansions
to North/South highway corridors (Hwy 22
& 169) in future regional transportation
plans.

Business Issues
• Support the Minnesota Chamber of
Commerce’s Federation Priorities
• Support selected priorities of the US
Chamber of Commerce.
• Support continued efforts to strengthen
the Americans With Disabilities Act and
Minnesota Human Rights Act to prevent
abusive lawsuits.
Economic Development

Business Issues
• Support regional efforts to identify policy
solutions that would address challenges
relating to childcare access and
affordability.
• Support regional efforts to identify policy
solutions to address challenges relating to
affordable & workforce housing.
Education / Workforce Development
• Support partnerships among our education
institutions and businesses that promote
meaningful career connections through
increased numbers of students engaging in
hands-on opportunities with our regional
employers.

•

Support the legislative agenda of the
Greater Minnesota Partnership.

Education / Workforce Development
• Support the proposed capital
improvements by Minnesota State
University, Mankato.
• Support the budget requests of our
regional education institutions.

Note: Greater Mankato is facing a significant
talent gap which will necessitate the region to
undertake purposeful efforts to attract and
retain talent. Many of the legislative priorities
identified (i.e. housing, childcare, recreation
amenities, quality education etc.) are part of
that regional strategy.

MEMBER EDUCATION & ENGAGEMENT
State/Federal Issues

Regional/Local Issues

Business Issues
• Educate and engage members on policy
proposals related to state-mandated paid
sick/safe time off and paid family leave.

Agriculture
• Increase awareness within our organization
as well as that of our members of
GreenSeam and key agriculture issues
impacting our region.

2021 Legislative Session Priorities
Minnesota’s economic recovery is imperative
Local chambers represent economic vitality in their communities. The Minnesota Chamber Federation
unites and amplifies the voice of local chambers by advocating for policies to advance business in every
corner of the state. Federation partners represent more than 43 communities and more than 21,000
businesses. The have worked to promote pro-growth policies to the Legislature for more than a decade,
helping ensure that state lawmakers understand the needs and interests of Minnesota’s diverse and
successful local business community.
Support employers and employees throughout the COVID-19 pandemic
The impact of COVID-19 on the statewide economy and many sectors of the business community will
have lasting impact and the legislature must first “do no harm” and instead pass measures that spur
recovery and economic growth. Businesses cannot sustain additional tax and fee increases, mandates,
regulatory burdens and other measures that will further impede business recovery.
We support:
• Tax reforms and small business grants to provide hard-hit industries with immediate cash flow.
• Enacting COVID-19 lawsuit liability protections for businesses.
• Maintaining and enhancing connectivity, i.e. broadband.
• Reorienting workforce development programs based on immediate needs in a post-COVID-19
economy.
• Maximizing the ability of schools to bring students safely back to campus for in-person, full-time
instruction.
• Providing one-time targeted child care funding to meet the needs of low-income and essential
workers and providers.
Maintaining benefit flexibility
We are committed to providing the best workplaces for employees. As demonstrated throughout the
pandemic, Minnesota employers adhere to strict safety protocols, labor laws and workplace standards
to maintain healthy, respectful and inclusive workplaces. We support employer flexibility in determining
workplace wage, benefit, scheduling and staffing decisions. Employers design benefit packages to meet
their employees’ needs. Employer protections must be recognized, addressed and implemented if
Minnesota legalizes use of recreational marijuana.
Ensuring high-quality, affordable health care
Health insurance is an increasingly important benefit, allowing employers attract and retain talent in the
marketplace and ensure their employees stay healthy and productive at work. We oppose additional
mandates and taxes that drive up costs and instead, urge the legislature to improve coverage options
including continued stability in the individual market through reinsurance. We oppose a government-

sponsored public option which would lead to significant financial impacts on providers and hospitals –
especially in rural areas and underserved communities and increase costs for those with private
coverage – whether fully-insured or self-funded – because health care providers will be forced to shift
even more costs to these Minnesotans.
Transportation Investment
Current estimates indicate that the state’s transportation revenues will decline by roughly $400 million in
the current biennium due to the reduction in travel and economic activity associated with the COVID-19
pandemic. We recognize that finding solutions to the near-term revenue shortfall will be difficult during
a time of General Fund budget deficits, economic turbulence, and pandemic, however we must maintain,
and if possible increase general fund revenues dedicated to transportation. Other funding options include
increased fees for electric vehicles, increased tab fees (through a depreciation schedule adjustment) and
achieving more investment through greater efficiencies.
Energy and the environment
Environmental sustainability and economic competitiveness, if done right, are not mutually exclusive.
We support achieving Minnesota businesses’ sustainability goals while keeping Minnesota energy rates
competitive. We must continue needed progress on permitting efficiencies and streamlining.

2021 LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES
The Greater Minnesota Partnership advocates for public policies and investments that stimulate
prosperity throughout Greater Minnesota.
The Greater Minnesota Partnership encourages Governor Walz and the Minnesota Legislature to
make the following top priorities for the 2021 legislative session.
Universal Broadband
The internet is the backbone of the 21st century economy. Unfortunately, too many people and
businesses in Greater Minnesota lack access to the level of broadband service needed to fully
engage in the regional and global economies, as well as social and community life. The state has a
goal for all Minnesotans to reach access to high-quality broadband—defined as 100MBPS download
and 20MBPS upload by 2026. The seven metropolitan counties are each at 98 percent or more of
properties having access to 100/20 service. In Greater Minnesota, counties range from 99 percent
access to less than 30 percent. The GMNP supports annual investments aimed at reaching the 2026
goal for FY22-26, most recently estimated at $100 million per year, with a focus on awarding grants
to increase speeds for underserved markets in addition to increasing access for unserved
properties.
Greater Minnesota Child Care
Every family in Greater Minnesota should have access to high-quality, affordable childcare. In order
for this to happen, we need to increase the number of childcare providers serving Greater
Minnesota, increase the number of childcare slots available for our families and workforce, and
enhance the quality of care provided to our children. To accomplish these goals, the GMNP
supports both investments and regulatory and market reforms that allow providers to operate
financially sustainable childcare businesses while maintaining a commitment to a safe and nurturing
environment for our young learners. We also support efforts to build a stable, high quality, diverse,
and equitably compensated childcare workforce that encourages workers to enter and remain in
the industry.
Workforce Housing
Greater Minnesota’s workforce housing market is broken. In most communities, a typical worker
makes too much to qualify for government assistance programs but cannot afford to build a new
home on their own. They cannot access private capital because the cost to build a new home is
more than the house will appraise for once it is built. The high construction costs of multi-family
rental units often require rents that exceed the housing affordability benchmark of 30 percent or
less of a household’s income. These factors are further complicated by lower wages that produce
prevailing rents that do not justify private development of new multi-family units due to concern

that their investment will not find enough tenants who can afford the new units. Collectively
construction costs, financing challenges and prevailing rents do not produce enough replacement
units to our aging housing stock and thereby threatens our communities long-term tax base and
ability to supply workers to our businesses for economic growth. In order to increase the housing
stock throughout Greater Minnesota available to our workforce, the GMNP supports investments
and regulatory reforms that aim to reduce the private market cost of developing new affordable
and market rate housing and revitalize existing housing. Additionally, GMNP supports investments
that will increase opportunities for senior citizens to access housing that meets their care and life
needs.

The GMNP supports continued and increased investment in critical areas that promote economic
development and prosperity throughout Greater Minnesota including:
Capital investment and Infrastructure in Greater Minnesota
Capital investment bills are important in stimulating the state’s economy and addressing the public
infrastructure need across the state. A such, capital investment bills should focus on the key
infrastructures—local roads and bridges, wastewater, and other infrastructure that grows local and
regional economies in Greater Minnesota. At least 50 percent of all capital investment funding
should be directed to Greater Minnesota.
Transportation
A fully developed and maintained transportation system is critical for prosperity in Greater
Minnesota. The GMNP supports a comprehensive approach for transportation, which includes
sufficient funding to both maintain and expand Minnesota’s transportation system.
Economic Development and Workforce Development Grant Programs
Strategic and targeted investments in project-focused opportunities in an effective way to spur
economic and workforce development in specific communities. The GMNP supports the state
maintaining and growing investments in grant programs that have a proven record in creating job
growth and maintaining existing employment. These programs include, but are not limited to:
Business Development Public Infrastructure (BDPI), Minnesota Investment Fund (MIF), Job Creation
Fund, Redevelopment Grant Program, Demolition Loan Program, and the Job Training Incentive
Program. In addition to supporting the continued state investment in these programs, the GMNP
supports changes to the programs that allow them to more effectively and efficiently address the
needs of Greater Minnesota communities businesses, and employees.
Property Tax
The GMNP supports protecting and maintaining Local Government Aid. LGA helps Greater
Minnesota businesses receive needed city services while restraining local property taxes.
The future investment in LGA should support including inflation and population growth to the
formula to keep up the increase in population and inflation that facing city budgets.
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